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IMPROVED DISTAL TIP 

FIELD OF INVENTION 
+ BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

In percutaneous kansluminal coronary angioplasty (PTCA) 
procedures, a guiding catheter is advanced until the distal tip of the 
guiding catheter is seated in the ostium of a desired coronary artery. 
A guidewire, positioned within an inner lumen of a dilatation 
catheter, is first advanced out of the distal end of the guiding 10 
catheter into the patient's coronary artery until the distal end of the 
guidewire crosses a lesion to be dilated. Then the dilatation catheter 
having an inflatable balloon on the distal portion thereof is advanced 
into the patient's coronary anatomy, over the previously introduced 
guidewire, until the balloon of the dilatation catheter is properly 
positioned across the lesion. 
+ Brief Description of the Drawings 

FIG. 1 is an elevational view, partially in section, of a balloon 
catheter embodying features of the invention. 
± DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

FIGS. 1 through 4 illustrate a balloon catheter 10 embodying 
features of the invention, which include an elongated catheter shaft 
1 1 having proximal and distal 20 shaft sections 12 and 13 
respectively, an inflatable balloon 14 on the distal catheter shaft 
section and a distal tip member 15 secured to the distal end 16 of a 
portion of the catheter shaft that extends through the interior 
chamber 17 of the balloon 14. A flexible sleeve 18 is secured to the 
exterior of the distal end 16 and the distal tip member 15. An 
adapter 19 is provided on the proximal shaft section 12 for 25 
directing inflation fluid, and the like to and from the catheter 10. 
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